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For this task you need to watch some live theatre and then practice writing reviews.  A review is an evaluation/a judgement about the success of a performance. It is not a description of what you have watched. 
Comments in blue are notes to help you. Anything in green is more difficult but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t try it.
Step 1:                                       Planning
While you watch the performance take notes under the following headings (you will be able to fill out some of these answers as you are watching the others you will need to think about afterwards):
· Write down the title, director, where and when it was recorded and performed and the names of the actors who played the main roles.
· Who is the target audience?
	Personal response:

Did I enjoy it? Did I think it was effective? Did I have an emotional response to the piece?
· What were the successful and unsuccessful aspects of the production?
Do not write that it was boring – it might not have engaged or sustained your interest but you must explain why.
What I liked and thought was successful or
effective.
What I didn’t like and thought was not successful or effective.

Would I recommend this play to others?  Why?




	The plot:
· What was it about?
· What were the themes? (e.g. love, hate, family, religion etc). Give examples of this from the piece: 
· What was the mood/atmosphere of the piece? 
· What was the style and genre of the piece (look these terms up if you do not understand them)



	The performers
· Were the characters interesting?

· How effectively did the performers bring the characters to life? How effectively did they use acting skills - vocal expression, movement, facial expression, body language, movement etc?
Try to separate character and actor – the actor uses performance skills to bring the character to life
· Who was your favourite performer/character and why?

· Did the performers interact successfully with each other?
· What about the music? Was it performed live – did it contribute to creating the atmosphere?




	The stage configuration, set, costumes, lighting and special effects:

· Were the designs/set/costume/lighting/special effects appropriate for the style and genre?

·  What did you like/dislike about the design elements?



Step 2:               

Writing your Review
After you have watched the performance and written some notes (in the tables above), you must then write your play review.

This should be written in a series of paragraphs using the following plan to help you but if you need a little extra try https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6mxsbk
Introduction:  

State the facts about the play – the title, the director, the company, date and place of production and any other useful information.
The Plot:

This is where you write about what the play was about (see your notes above), including the style, genre and target audience. Give your personal opinion of the production here, and any comments you want to make about the plot/themes etc. Do not write in detail about the plot – a review is about evaluation not description (whether it was success, not only what it is about).
The performers: This should be the longest paragraph
Write about the performances – how successful were the performers? Did they bring this piece to life? Were they convincing? Did you want to watch them or did you lose interest? 

Give examples of specific moments/scenes from the play. Consider how they used acting skills to create the piece: write about voice, facial expression, movement, proxemics, mannerisms, gestures, relationships with other characters etc. 

One or two specific examples from the piece would be better than generalisations.

For example: “in the family argument scene the actor playing the father raised his voice and shouted to show that the father had coped with enough. This was effective because it was unexpected and made me jump.” Rather than comments like “the way the father used his voice was good.”

  Write about your favourite performer and explain why their performance was successful.
The Design:

Describe the set and the costumes (see notes above) and write a comment on how successful they were in adding to the mood/style and contributing to the director’s creative vision
Comment on the use and effectiveness of lighting, sound and special effects.
General paragraph
Make any other comments you feel are relevant.
The Conclusion:

Decide whether the performance was successful and had a clear creative vision. You might mention whether you were engaged, felt an emotional connection to characters or plot, whether it was light hearted, sad, funny, entertaining etc. Whether it would be successful at engaging the target audience. Then a final comment saying whether you would recommend this performance. 
