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[image: P1#y2]8Highlights of the week:
Year 7: Some of our budding scientists explored the fascinating anatomy of chicken claws this week! Students examined the structure up close, learning how bones, tendons, and muscles work together to create movement. It was a hands-on experience that sparked curiosity and deepened understanding of animal biology.

Year 8: The highlight of the week has been looking at data regarding behaviour and attendance. I want to express how incredibly proud I am of the students who have shown real commitment since the start of this term. These positive changes reflect not only hard work and determination but also a growing sense of responsibility and maturity. It’s inspiring to see so many students’ taking ownership of their progress and striving to meet the high expectations we set. Keep up the fantastic effort; your dedication does not go unnoticed, and it sets the tone for an outstanding year ahead.

Year 9: Students have been very anxious to find out who the guest DJ is for our party next week. The Winter Ball is on Thursday 11 December, 4-6pm guest DJ music and food. £2 entry tickets on sale now. Announcement soon of the DJ!

Year 10: We are proud to share that Year 10 have shown a great attitude to learning in and out of the classroom. Many students have also been taking their PPE preparation very seriously, which is fantastic to see. Keep up the hard work and positive attitude, it will make all the difference as we head into exam season.

Year 11: This week, we hosted our Year 11 Progress Evening, and what an incredible event it was! The turnout was fantastic, with parents, carers, and students coming together to discuss academic journeys, predicted grades, and mock results. The conversations around interventions, revision strategies, and post-16 options were truly inspiring—thank you to everyone who made it such a success!

Sixth Form: Our Sixth Form team had the pleasure of attending the Year 11 Progress Evening on Thursday 4 December. It was fantastic to meet so many Year 11 students exploring their post-GCSE options. We enjoyed answering questions and sharing insights about life at Nottingham Academy Sixth Form.

100% attendance, 0 lates, most points for the whole site, 0 negatives
Campus Pupil of The Week for GC1
Smith W
Campus Pupil of The Week for The Bridge
Shanaya W
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Year 7: Nowa H has been caught being great by several teachers this week. She has even managed to gain five golden tickets from her Spanish, Music, History, Geography and Science lessons. Keep up the great work!!

Year 8: Taliyah R has truly shone as our Year 8 Star Student this week. Her dedication to her studies has been outstanding. She consistently goes above and beyond in every subject, demonstrating a strong work ethic and a genuine passion for learning. Taliyah has not only excelled academically but has also been an incredible role model to her peers. She approaches challenges with positivity and resilience, and her willingness to support both classmates and teachers has made a real difference in our school community. We are proud to celebrate her achievements and the example she sets for everyone around her.

Year 9: Zhina and Laura for consistently going above and beyond to support and help staff and students. They are both great role models and excellent students and a credit to their families.

Year 10: We want to give a huge thank you to Sierra, Sienna, Subhaan, Djanira, Evie, and Klaudia for their incredible support during the Year 11 Parents’ Evening. These students went above and beyond by making drinks, helping visitors, and creating a warm and welcoming atmosphere. They represented the school brilliantly and were true ambassadors, well done to all of you!

Year 11: Logan E has been outstanding this term! His behaviour has been exemplary, he’s maintained 100% attendance and received countless positive comments. His contributions during Parents’ Evening were insightful and showed real commitment to his future—well done, Logan!

Sixth Form: Mateya G has had an incredible week! She has been actively raising awareness of our basketball programme and gaining new fans across the school. Mateya has also enhanced her coaching skills by teaching a Year 7 class and coaching the U12 girls’ team in their very first game on Sunday. On top of all this, she submitted her UCAS application and has already received offers. She is a Star Student!
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Mrs Elbaz — Executive Principal
Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving
your community and world better than you found it.
Martin Wright Edelmari
Upcoming events:

Year 7: Wednesday 10th December 
The year 7 winter ball is just around the corner, students are able to join us for games, prizes, music, and dancing. Delicious pizza will be available for purchase, so come hungry and ready to celebrate. Don’t miss out on the fun. Tickets £2.

Year 8: Thursday 11th December: Winter Ball at Nottingham Academy (4-6pm) with special guest DJ!!!

Year 9: Year 9 Options event starts next week. The Soft Launch is from Monday-Wednesday. Option subject staff will begin conversations about options and next steps for our Year 9's in their journey to achieve their career aspirations. 

Year 10: The festive season is bringing lots of exciting opportunities for our students. First up, the Year 8/9/10 Winter Ball will take place on Thursday 11 December from 4-6pm. This promises to be a fantastic event with games, food, and a live DJ. Tickets cost just £2 and can be purchased from the Year Team. Dress to impress and come ready to celebrate!

We are also delighted to announce a special trip to see an adaptation of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol on Wednesday 10 December. This trip is completely free but is invite-only, so please make sure you return your permission letters to Ms Geary as soon as possible to secure your place.

Sports fans will be excited for the Year 10 vs Year 11 football match, which will take place on Wednesday 10 December.

Finally, a reminder that PPEs (Pre-Public Exams) start on Thursday 12 December. Every student has been given an individual timetable—please keep it safe and make sure you know your exam schedule. Preparation is key, so use the time wisely and give your best effort. Timetables and seat numbers are also available on the Arbor App.

Year 11: 
As winter approaches, football fixtures slow down—but we’re keeping the excitement alive! This Wednesday, we’ll host a Year 10 vs Year 11 football match after school. Expect a competitive showdown—don’t miss it!

Sixth Form: 
Monday 8 December – Year 12 PPEs
Pre-Public Examinations for Year 12 will take place at The Bridge and run until Friday, 12th December 2025.
Wednesday 10 December – Basketball Open Day
We are excited to welcome students interested in joining Sixth Form as Student Athletes. This is a great opportunity for those aiming to play basketball at an elite level while studying Level 3 courses.
Friday 12 December – Kooth Presentation
Kooth will deliver an important session on Stress & Wellbeing, helping Year 12 students recognise signs of feeling overwhelmed and learn where to access support.
School Information:

Thursday 11th December - Christmas Item Day
Swap an item of Smart and Sharp uniform for something Christmassy! 
50p to Save the Children
It’s also Christmas Dinner Day

Free Breakfast Club
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Please remember that a free breakfast is available between 8.00am - 8.20am School gates officially open at 8:20am where ALL Students need to arrive to school by 8.30am

Year 10 December Assessments
Year 10 students will sit their first formal assessments from Friday 12th to Thursday 18th December. These exams are important, and students should start revising now.

· Revision Plans: Please encourage your child to make a revision plan
· Resources: Revision materials are available through ParentPay
· Lesson Attendance: Teachers will tell students which topics to focus on, so it is vital they attend all lessons
· Revision Skills Week: The week before assessments will include sessions on revision techniques, but students should already be preparing
· Extra Support: After-school revision clubs are available for those who want more help

Thank you for supporting your child to take these assessments seriously.

Year 10 AP1 Assessment Timetable December 2025
Date
Time
Subject
Length
Fri 12th Dec
9:00
Maths
1 hour
 
11:20
RE
40 mins
 
14:00
History
40mins
Mon 15th Dec
9:00
English Lang
1hr 45 mins
 
14:00
Geography/Psychology
1 hour
Tues 16th Dec
9:00
Biology
1 hour
 
11:20
English Lit
45 mins
Weds 17th Dec
9:00
Chemistry
1 hour
 
11:20
Spanish
1 hour
Thurs 18th Dec
9:00
Physics
1 hour
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Student Stars of the past week
Well done! You will be entered for the
10 X £50 ‘Good Citizen’ Raffle each Term.
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