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Nottingham Secondary Academy 
Newsletter 

Publisher  Mrs L Chapman 

March 2026 

I have been immensely proud of our 
Nottingham Academy family of stu-
dents and staff! We have had such a 
great term together; it has been very 
productive with a tremendous amount 
of enrichment opportunities outside of 
lessons for students and you will get the 
opportunity to see some of these in our 
Newsletter. 
 
I am excited with the key developments 
we have been working on as a staff 
body in teaching and learning, pastoral 
and personal development. We aim to 
ensure that every pupil at Nottingham 
Academy achieves their true potential, 
making a valuable contribution to our 
community and our world.  
 
Our pupils continue to work hard, and 
we are especially pleased with the        
efforts the staff, Year 11 and Year 13 
students have made towards their      
upcoming summer exams. I want to 
thank you for all your support, working 
together to achieve the best possible 
outcomes and experiences for your 
child/ren.  
 
Wishing you all a lovely Easter break!  
 
Mrs J Elbaz – Executive Principal  

 
 

 

 

 

Mrs J Elbaz—Executive Principal 

 
We are very keen to work with you and 
maintain regular communication. If you 
have any queries, please get in touch with 
the relevant year team. We are pleased to 
announce that we have coordinated year 
group emails to ensure the relationship and 
communication between the home/school 
and your child, is monitored and actioned 
daily.  

 
 

Year7Team@nottinghamacademy.org 

Year8Team@nottinghamacademy.org 

Year9Team@nottinghamacademy.org 

Year10Team@nottinghamacademy.org 

Year11Team@nottinghamacademy.org 

 
Thank you for your continued support. 

mailto:Year7Team@nottinghamacademy.org
mailto:Year8Team@nottinghamacademy.org
mailto:Year9Team@nottinghamacademy.org
mailto:Year10Team@nottinghamacademy.org
mailto:Year11Team@nottinghamacademy.org
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Nottingham Academy  
Key changes to the Behaviour Policy from Summer Term April 13th onwards   

Key changes have been made to the Behaviour policy that have been shared with students over the 
last two weeks. This is in response to firstly government direction (mobile phones/device 
and secondly to a MINORITY of pupils who repeatedly make the wrong behaviour choices. We want 
to thank you in advance for helping us share the message and for supporting your child in ensuring 
they have the most productive and positive time at Nottingham Academy by making 
the RIGHT choices.   

1. No mobile phones or headphones at all – switched off, bottom of bag and not touched.   

The details of this were shared in the newsletter last Friday 20th April 2026 including medical exemp-
tion and our need to adhere to national government direction to schools.   

For SEND pupils who require ear defenders – ONLY ear defenders are permitted NOT large head-
phones. For pupils on EHCP where applicable, ONLY MP3 player (provided by the academy) with 
their own ear buds are permitted.   

For mobiles, headphones, devices – if it is seen or heard, it will be confiscated and parents/carers 
will have to collect #see it, take it, have to collect it– by parents / carers.   

If a student refuses to hand over – this will result in a Suspension which will require a Reinte-
gration Meeting with the parent/carer present.   

If a student is repeatedly seen with a phone or device and/or repeatedly refuses, the 
item will be kept or suspension will be for longer and longer each time  

2. Too many students are arriving late to school, often with friendship groups or having visited the 
café or park. Gates open at 8am for Breakfast club but should 100% be arriving between 8:20 and 
8:35. Students who do not attend all or part of Tutor Time MISS OUT on endless knowledge, infor-
mation, opportunities and rewards and it can affect their morning attendance mark.   

We are therefore introducing that students who are late TWICE Monday-Wednesday 
will sit a 90 mins SLT detention on a Wednesday evening and late after this, they will sit 90 
mins SLT detention on Friday. A handful of students are late so often that they will end up sit-
ting TWO 90 mins SLT detentions a week until they can get this right.   

3. In line with new national guidelines, we are changing the wording of ‘external isolation’ to ‘Offsite 
direction’ in our Behaviour Policy.   

4. In the colder months, we temporarily permitted students to wear a black v neck jumper under 
their blazer. For the summer term, this has been lifted – no jumpers are allowed. Please keep jump-
ers at home from April 13th. Should anyone be really cold, students could wear light-
coloured ‘skins’ under their shirt. Students will wear their white shirt with year group tie and blaz-
er. Students with exemptions MUST display their lanyard at all times.   

Any attempt to wear cropped jackets e.g. denim, leather, IN PLACE of their blazer, will have the jack-
et confiscated. Again, please keep the cropped jackets, small handbags and any other fash-
ion items, at home.    

We wish to highlight that the majority of our students ALWAYS get it 
right. However we want ALL of our students to focus on their learning, get amazing 
results, receive the recognition and rewards and take the wonder-
ful opportunities offered, so they can be the best version of themselves.   
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Nottingham Academy  
Nottingham Academy – Behaviour For Learning Policy: A Parent’s Guide 

Welcome 

At Nottingham Academy, we work in partnership with families to help every student feel safe, respected, and 

motivated to succeed. This guide outlines our key behaviour expectations and how you can support your child’s 

success. 

 Our Core Values 

We promote three simple values across the school: 

• Aspiration – Aim high and believe in success 

• Pride – Take care in appearance, work and attitude 

• Respect – Treat others and the environment with kindness 

The 6 Everyday Expectations 

We expect all students to: 

1. Be In School On Time Arrive by your designated start time, and never be late to lessons. 

2. Be Smart and Sharp Wear correct school uniform properly all day. 

3. Bring Full Table Service Be equipped: 2 black pens, 1 green pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, and a school bag. 

4. Respect the School Environment No littering, graffiti, chewing gum, or damage to property. 

5. Follow Instructions First Time, Every Time No answering back or ignoring staff. 

6.    Be in the Right Place, at the Right Time, Doing the Right Thing Move sensibly between lessons, 

stay focused in class, and follow school routines. 

Uniform – Be “Smart and Sharp” 

Required Uniform 

• Black blazer with school logo (worn at all times unless told otherwise) 

• White shirt – fully buttoned and tucked in 

• Academy tie – tied properly, showing full stripes 

• Black trousers 

• Black footwear (all black) Coats can be worn but must be removed at the start of lessons 

Outerwear 

• No hoodies, denim or sports jackets 

• Coats can be worn but must be removed at the start of lessons 
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Nottingham Academy  
Students are also regularly recognised in: 

• Star of the Week, Form Champion 

• Half-termly awards for attendance, conduct, and academic growth 

• End-of-year award ceremonies 

 

Sanctions – When Expectations Aren’t Met 

We aim for consistency and fairness. If a student misbehaves: 

• They may receive a prompt and warning in lesson 

• They may be removed to the remove room 

They may be suspended or placed in the Behaviour Reflection Centre in serious cases 

We always believe in fresh starts – students are welcomed back to class with a clean slate. 

SEND Support and Reasonable Adjustments 

We are fully inclusive and make adjustments where needed: 

• Support passes for sensory or emotional needs 

• Adjusted uniform rules for sensory sensitivities 

• Personalised strategies on each student’s SEND profile 

Staff trained in SEMH, Autism, and inclusive behaviour strategies 

If your child needs extra support, we encourage early communication with their Tutor or 
SENDCo. 

Behaviour Outside School 

Students must always represent the Academy positively. Poor behaviour on the way to/from 
school may result in school sanctions. 

Working Together  

We believe that strong routines and clear communication between home and school 
help every child thrive. Your support helps us provide the best education and pastoral care 
possible. 

If you ever have questions, worries, or just want to check in – we’re always here to listen. 
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Nottingham Academy  
Not Allowed 

• Facial piercings or excessive makeup 

• False nails/nail varnish 

• Non-uniform items 

• Phones, smartwatches, or headphones seen or heard during the day 

If uniform rules are not followed, students may be sent home to change, issued a loan 

item, or placed in the Behaviour Reflection Centre. 

If there’s a problem, please contact us – we can help. 

 

Rewards and Recognition 

We love to recognise and reward positive behaviour, effort, and consistency. Students are 

celebrated for: 

• Golden Tickets – awarded in every lesson for great effort and attitude 

• Caught Being Great – public praise for doing the right thing 

• Tutor Basics Check – recognition for correct uniform and equipment every day 

• Citizenship stamps – recorded in planners every Monday 

• House Points – earned through all of the above to contribute to termly competitions 
and The House Cup 

Attendance and Punctuality Streak Awards 

• Students with 2 full weeks of 100% punctuality and attendance are entered in-

to a raffle draw for £10 vouchers 

• Those with long-term streaks and perfect records are invited to exclusive celebration 

events, including: 

 Executive Principal’s 100% Attendance Party 

 Year group recognition assemblies 

 House celebrations 
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Nottingham Academy  
Key Changes at a Glance – Nottingham Academy Behaviour For Learning 

Policy 

  Uniform Expectations (Updated) 

• Head scarves worn for religious reasons should be black or white 

• No purple jumpers for year 7 anymore. All pupils to have black blazer with Acade-

my logo 

  Punctuality and Attendance Rewards (NEW) 

•   2-week attendance streak = entered into prize draw for £10 vouchers 

•   100% attendance = invited to exclusive celebration events 

•   Form and House competitions now include punctuality streaks 

 

  More Recognition, More Rewards 

•   New Token Store for daily positive choices (NEW) 

•  ‍  “Caught Being Great” and “Golden Tickets” logged via Arbor every lesson 

•   Tutor Basics Checks reward students for being ready to learn 

  Citizenship stamps & Academic Achievement Points added to planners (NEW) 

 New Detention System (Clearer & Faster) 

•   Late to school after 8.45: 30-minute same-day lunchtime detention 

•   Severe Late to school after 8.45 ỉ 9.00: Break time and 30-minute same-day 

lunchtime detention 

•   Behaviour issue? ỉ 30-minute lunchtime detention the following school day 

•   Serious or repeated issues? ỉ 90-minute SLT detention every Friday after 
school or placed in our Behaviour Reflection Centre or Fixed-Term suspension 
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Nottingham Academy  
Late to School  

• After 9am our children are given an unauthorised attendance code, a ‘U’ code 

Why Being on Time Matters  

At Nottingham Academy, we believe that every minute counts when it comes to your child’s education. 

Here’s why punctuality is so important: 

Start the Day Right 

 

Arriving on time helps students settle in, feel calm, and be ready to learn from the very first bell. 

No Missed Learning 

 

The beginning of the day often includes key instructions, discussions, and activities. Being late means missing 

out! 

Builds Life Skills 

 

Punctuality teaches responsibility, time management, and respect—skills that benefit students far beyond the 

classroom. 

Boosts Confidence 

 

Walking in late can be stressful. Being on time helps your child feel confident and prepared. 

Supports the Whole Class 

 

When everyone arrives on time, lessons can start smoothly and without disruption. 

Let’s work together to help every student succeed—starting with a punctual start to the  

day!  

 

Pastoral and safeguarding support   

If you are concerned about the safety of child over the holidays you can access sup-

port via the NSPCC Free Helpline  0808 800 5000. If  you believe that a child is at  

immediate risk and in need of protection then you should call the  

Police - 999  immediately.   

A member of the safeguarding team will also be on duty on weekdays throughout 

the holidays and can be contacted on safeguarding@nottinghamacademy.org  

There are also other sources of support on the safeguarding section of our  

web-site https://www.nottinghamacademy.org/safeguarding/safeguarding -resources

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nottinghamacademy.org%2Fsafeguarding%2Fsafeguarding-resources-and-advice&data=05%7C01%7Cjloakes%40nottinghamacademy.org%7Cc3a6aa973c23469002af08db8de7b7c5%7Ca091745ab7d84d7ab2a61359053d4510
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Attendance Matters 
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Attendance Matters 
We are fortunate to work with the overwhelming support of parents who ensure that their 

children come to school every day and we thank-you for your support.  

Absences Procedure 

If your child is ill and unable to attend school, a parent/carer must notify the attendance 

team before 8:15am, on every day of absence. The absence line is: 0115 74834380 

opt 1 or email attendance@nottinghamacademy.org  

Daily Absence Check 

Each day registers will be thoroughly checked and if a student is absent and no communi-

cation has been received from yourself, then a phone call will follow from our attendance 

team. Please note all contact numbers that have been provided to the school will be used 

and a message will be left where necessary. We request that you return any calls/texts as 

soon as possible to ensure we are able to safeguard all students at all times. 

Welfare checks 

A member of the attendance team may call at your home to discuss your child’s absence if 

we have received no contact, if there is concern regarding attendance or the reason given 

for absence is not acceptable.  This visit may be carried out unannounced. 

Persistent Absence  

A student will be classed as a persistent absentee if they are absent for 10% of the time. 

This equates to 19 days over an academic year. 

We review student attendance on a weekly basis, whether it be authorised or unauthorised 

absence.  Early interventions will be put into place to support parents/carers and students 

so that school attendance improves. Our intention will always be to work in partnership 

with parents to support them to get their child to attend.  

There is evidence which suggests that children who miss days 2, 3 or 4 days of the new 

term for unauthorised reasons have a predicted overall attendance for the year of only 

55%. We want to reduce the chance of this happening by working with you and your child 

to remove any barriers that they might face. Please alert you’re the year team as early as 

possible if you are struggling to get your child into school.  

Punctuality 

All students must arrive in school for 8:30am. Our morning registers open at 8:40am and will close 

at 9:10am. If students arrive after 9:10am they will receive a U Code. This is an unauthor-

ised absence for the morning session and will impact on overall attendance. 

mailto:attendance@nottinghamacademy.org
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Attendance Matters 
Penalty Notices 

Changes to the national threshold for Penalty Notices will come into force in September 2024.  A 

summary of all the changes are included on the next page.  

 

In summary, if a student is absent from school for 10 unauthorised sessions, over a rolling 10 

school week period, a Penalty Notice can be issued. A school day is made of 2 sessions - am and 

pm. Or in other words: 1 day of absence = 2 sessions of absence. That means 5 days of unauthor-

ised absence in a 10-week period could result in a penalty notice. It is also important to note that 

being late to school in the morning (after falls under the unauthorised absence category and will 

be recorded as 1 session of absence. 

Please note. 

• Penalty Notices are a fine of £160 if paid within 28 days, £80 if paid within 21 days. 

• Any second Penalty Notice issued to the same parent for the same child within a rolling 3-

year period will be charged at the higher rate of £160 with no option for this second offence 

to be discharged at the lower rate of £80. 

• There is a national limit of 2 penalty notices to be issued to a parent for the same child with-

in a rolling 3-year period, so at the 3rd, or subsequent offences, another tool will need to be 

considered such as prosecution or another attendance legal intervention. 

• Fines are paid to the local authority – the academy does not receive that money. 

 

Family Holiday 

Along with the government, we are trying to reduce the amount of school missed due to holidays 

and we hope that you will continue to support us by not planning a leave of absence during term 

time. Leave will not be granted for family holidays unless under exceptional circum-

stances. When a leave of absence has not been authorised, and if the absence exceeds a certain 

number of days, a referral will be made to Nottingham City Council for a Fixed Penalty Notice to 

be issued. 

 

Any referrals to the Education division, Education Welfare & EOTAS service for consideration of 

further action could result in a Penalty Notice, payable direct to the Local Authority. If the Penalty 

Notice is not paid within 28 days, the Local Authority may instigate legal proceedings under sec-

tion 444 (1) of the Education Act 1996. If found guilty of an offence under this Act, parents will 

receive a criminal record and could be fined up to £1000. 
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Attendance Matters 
 

Improving Attendance 

There are things you can do to improve your child’s attendance: 

• Talk to your child about the importance of them being in school and let them know 

how important you feel it is. 

If your child is unwell, try giving them medication before they leave for school. The follow-

ing NHS guidance gives some advice on whether your child is too ill to attend https://

www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

• Avoid taking any holidays during term time. Family holidays in term time are not 

allowed in law and are unlikely to be authorised.  

• Family emergencies also need careful consideration. It is not always appropriate or 

in the best interests of the child to miss school for emergencies which are being dealt 

with by adult family members.  

• Avoid medical appointments during school hours. If this is unavoidable ensure your 

child attends school either before or after the appointment. 

 

If you are worried about your child/children’s attendance and require further support, 

please contact the school’s attendance team 

 

The Attendance Team 

Mrs J Bigwood – Senior Deputy Principal  

Mrs M Bradshaw – Attendance Officer (years 7 and 8) 

Mrs K Winfield – Attendance Officer (years 9, 10 and 11) 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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Citizen of the Term Awards 

The following students have been nominated by their tutors and Head of 
Year for the £50 Citizen prize. Mrs Elbaz selects the winners based on the 
amazing comments our staff have to say about them. Some of our winners 
carry out stand-out acts of citizenship whilst others display pride, aspira-
tion and respect daily in all that they do.  
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Citizen of the Term Awards 
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Citizen of the Term Awards 

Some of the comments written about our winners:   
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Our Whole Academy Champions 

Every week we have a Campus Pupil of the 
Week. A pupil that has 100% attendance, 
0 negative logs and most points. For the 
term coming to an end, our winners are:  
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Our House Champions—The  

Battle of the Wicks continues  

Our current House Champions per year group are:  
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Our House Champions—The  

Battle of the Wicks continues  

Term 1 of 2025-26 has saw Hardwick run out as champions. Colwick have made up a 
lot of ground this term, as too have Wollaton. As always, at the time of going to press 
we are still not sure on who the House Champions for Term 2 will be but we can let you 
know that the following tutor groups have amassed the most behaviour and attendance 
points this term so far: 

7T9 Ms Kalirai 

8T8 Ms Gheorge and Ms Sanjurjo 

9T7 Ms Buxton 

10T7 Ms Markham  

11T2 Ms Lee  
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Our Golden League Table 
The following pupils have achieved the most golden tickets this term. Golden tickets are 
reserved for outstanding effort and contribution to lessons. A teacher can only give 3 
out in each lesson so when a student makes the league table, we know they have been 
impressive in all they do! 
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Our Golden League Table 
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Attendance and Punctuality Streak 
Champions 

It is amazing that over 195 students have achieved 100% attendance this term 
and never been late to school. These students have added a staggering 53 days to 
their attendance streak and have all been placed into a random name generator to win a 
prize in the celebration assemblies. The lucky names that were pulled out are: 

 

 

Mega Streak Champions  

We only introduced streak days for attendance and punctuality this September. But, 
had we been running it for the last 5 years, there are some pupils that deserve their 
name in lights! Current Mega Streak Champions are: 

Attendance Streak over 308 days (1 year and 2 terms): 
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Attendance and Punctuality Streak 
Champions 

Attendance Streak over 498 (2 years and 2 terms): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Streak over 688 (3 years and 2 terms) Υ 
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Post-Ramadan Reflections and Eid    

Celebration's at Nottingham Academy 

Over the past month, students and staff across Nottingham 

Academy have been observing the blessed month of Rama-

dan, an important period of fasting, reflection, and spiritual 

focus for Muslims around the world. Throughout the school, 

we have seen remarkable dedication from our pupils and col-

leagues who fasted daily from dawn until sunset, all while 

continuing to work hard, learn, and participate fully in school 

life. We commend their commitment and deeply respect the 

strength, discipline, and compassion that Ramadan encour-

ages.  

Last week, many members of our school community came together with their families to celebrate Eid Ul Fitr, 

marking the end of Ramadan. Eid Ul Fitr, often referred to as the “Festival of Breaking the Fast”, is a joyful and 

meaningful celebration for Muslims. It is a time of gratitude, family gatherings, new beginnings, and giving to 

those in need. After a month of self-discipline and reflection, Eid serves as a reminder of the values of unity, 

generosity, and thankfulness.  

Nottingham Academy is proud to be home to a large and vibrant Muslim community, both within the school 

and throughout the wider local area. We value the rich cultural and religious diversity that shapes our academy, 

and we continue to celebrate the traditions and identities that make our school such a special and inclusive 

place to learn.  

As we return to our normal routines after a month of devotion and a week of celebration, we want to extend our 

warmest well wishes to all families who observed Ramadan and celebrated Eid.  

 

To all parents, students, and staff at Nottingham Academy, Eid Mubarak,   

and thank you for your continued unity, kindness, and support  
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This year an amazing 511 pupils achieved the amazing feat of having 2 or less negative logs. Of these, 242 achieved 0 negative logs. We 
do not ask for perfection. We simply ask that our pupils are ready to learn and do not disrupt the learning opportunities of others. It is 
amazing that 511 of our pupils, always do the right thing.  

ÑŸƓШÂŸŔŰƣƚШÉĦŸƖĲƖƚШÑőŔƚШòĲċƖ  

Personal Development Updates 

Spring Term 2026 

Year 10 Holocaust museum trip  

Tuesday 13th January 2026 – Mr. Feeney took a small group of year 10 students to the 

national holocaust museum in Newark, where they had the opportunity to work in small 

groups with students from other schools, visit the museum and listen to the firsthand ex-

periences of a survivor from the holocaust . Mr Feeney was keen to share that all of the 

students behaved impeccably, were respectful to staff members and how proud he was of 

them!  

Mr Feeney wanted to shout out Leo S and Chloe M especially, who shone on the trip and 

showed real leadership skills throughout.  

Student feedback from the trip was incredibly positive including, “it was amazing, and I 

would love the opportunity to go again” and “it was really useful for my understanding of 

life in Germany at the time, so impactful”.  



 

 25 

 

 

 

ÑŸƓШÂŸŔŰƣƚШÉĦŸƖĲƖƚШÑőŔƚШòĲċƖ  Personal Development Updates 

Spring Term 2026 

Year 13 Othello trip  

Thursday 15th January 2026 – A small group of year 13 students went on a trip to watch 
Othello this week, alongside Mr Wharton. The trip offered a brilliant experience for the 
students to see the text they have studied for their A Levels come to life on stage. The 
students behaved brilliantly, absorbing so much information from the play itself, whilst 
also taking the sights of London in and making the most of their time there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Equation Boys’ Choices project  

Starting Monday 19th January 2026, ongoing for 8 weeks. Equation is back in school this 
week to start their work with small groups of male year 9 students with the aim of pro-
moting positive choices and self esteem amongst the students. The project looks at tack-
ling some of the issues that young men are facing in and outside of school and has been 
brilliant in previous years.  

Student feedback after the first session was positive including “I thought it was good, 
looking forward to next week” and “really enjoyed it”. We are looking forward to seeing 
how the project progresses over the coming weeks.  



 

 26 

 

 

 

 

 

This year an amazing 511 pupils achieved the amazing feat of having 2 or less negative logs. Of these, 242 achieved 0 negative logs. We 
do not ask for perfection. We simply ask that our pupils are ready to learn and do not disrupt the learning opportunities of others. It is 
amazing that 511 of our pupils, always do the right thing.  

ÑŸƓШÂŸŔŰƣƚШÉĦŸƖĲƖƚШÑőŔƚШòĲċƖ  

Personal Development Updates 

Spring Term 2026 

Year 9 Equation Girls’ Know More project  

Starting Monday 19th January 2026, ongoing for 8 weeks. The project returns after many suc-

cessful years at Nottingham Academy with the intention of discussing the key issues that 

young women may face and how they can be dealt with. The project aims to empower our 

young women to make positive and informed choices.  

Student feedback again was good with students expressing “it was good, everyone felt really 
comfortable quickly, which was good.” 

Year 10 Misogyny assembly  

Tuesday 20th January 2026. Our year 10 students engaged well with an assembly this week 

presented by Equation around stereotypes around femininity and masculinity, and challeng-

ing misogyny moving forward. It was a constructive session where students were offered tac-

tics on challenging misogynistic behaviour if they come across it.  

Ms Geary would like to shout out Mattia M specifically for using the opportunity to ask lots of 
interesting questions and Eva F for her insightful points during the assembly. Students car-
ried themselves in a mature manner when some challenging ideas were discussed with them.  

Year 9 Science Festival  

Wednesday 11th February 2026. This week, we had a PhD student from The University of Not-

tingham who is researching negative effects of gaming and how it should be regulated. 

The students learnt about causes of harm in gaming and what the government has done to 

reduce this.  They had the opportunity to give their opinion and debate what the government 

should do and to ask questions about academic research. 

Students designed their own characters based on what they had learnt. Students who attend-
ed the session said that they enjoyed it and thought the ideas were interesting.  
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This year an amazing 511 pupils achieved the amazing feat of having 2 or less negative logs. Of these, 242 achieved 0 negative logs. We 
do not ask for perfection. We simply ask that our pupils are ready to learn and do not disrupt the learning opportunities of others. It is 
amazing that 511 of our pupils, always do the right thing.  

ÑŸƓШÂŸŔŰƣƚШÉĦŸƖĲƖƚШÑőŔƚШòĲċƖ  

Personal Development Updates 

Spring Term 2026 

Year 10 Loughborough University trip  

Thursday 5th February 2026. Mr Samples took a small group of year 10 students to Loughbor-
ough University this week with huge success! During the visit, students took part in a range 
of practical physical activities, used heart rate monitors to track and analyse performance, 
toured the university campus and explored the outstanding facilities and attended a talk out-
lining what it takes to study at Loughborough University. 

The students were highly engaged throughout the day and represented the school extremely 
well. Feedback from the group was very positive, with many students commenting on how 
much they enjoyed the experience and how inspiring they found the visit. One student men-
tioned that they had, “always thought they didn’t want to go to university, but now I’ve been 
it seems really cool and I’d be interested in studying a sport.” The staff at Loughborough Uni-
versity said that it was the best group they have had since they had been doing the outreach 
project, so hugely well done to our students! 
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This year an amazing 511 pupils achieved the amazing feat of having 2 or less negative logs. Of these, 242 achieved 0 negative logs. We 
do not ask for perfection. We simply ask that our pupils are ready to learn and do not disrupt the learning opportunities of others. It is 
amazing that 511 of our pupils, always do the right thing.  

ÑŸƓШÂŸŔŰƣƚШÉĦŸƖĲƖƚШÑőŔƚШòĲċƖ  

Personal Development Updates 

Spring Term 2026 

Robin Hood Youth Orchestra  

Ms O’Flynn would like to highlight some of the incredible achievements of our musical students outside of 
school. The following students are a clear example of excellence within the community, as well as the school en-
vironment.  

• Marlow K-W  

• Maya K-W  

• Caitlyn E 

• Zuzanna G 

• Konrad G 

• Skye E 

• Aaryan S-N 

String lessons  

A huge well done to our incredible students who have been attending their string lessons in school and working 

hard to meet a high standard. We currently have 12 students who are working towards their next grade with the 

string instrument, and we are incredibly proud of them.  

 

Working towards a 

Grade 3:  

• Vicki J  

Working towards 
a Grade 4:  

• Marlow K-W 

• Maya K-W 

• Caitlyn E 

Working towards a Grade 2:  

• Leon J    

• Dinidu S  

• Sienna N  

• Jasmine M  

• Oscar E  

• Olivia K-W 

•  Patrick O’F 

•  Oscar E  

•  Teneng C 
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Personal Development Updates 

Spring Term 2026 

Year 7 Residential trip to Ilam Hall  

Wednesday 11th – Friday 13th February 2026. The year 7 residential happened twith 30 of our 
amazing students on a great adventure! Students arrived safely and were thrown straight into 
activities starting with orienteering. The aim of the trip is for our year 7s to connect with na-
ture and engage in lots of different activities. The year 7 team are so proud of all the dedica-
tion and strength shown by our students.  
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Personal Development Updates 

Spring Term 2026 

Y7/Y9 GAT Football/Badminton Fixture  

Tuesday 24th February 2026. Ms Clapp took a small number of students out of school to rep-
resent Nottingham Academy at the Greenwood Academies Trust fixture to play badminton 
and football. The range of students did well in their events and the year 9s came third in bad-
minton. Student feedback from the trip was positive and they were thankful for the oppor-
tunity to go on the trip. We are thrilled with of all our students who attended and represented 
us at the event.  

Y10 Trip to Alma Banks Farm  

Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th February 2026. Some of the year 10 hospitality and cater-
ing students had an amazing opportunity to go and visit a dairy farm. Students were able to 
learn all about the job opportunities created at the farm and see the production of the prod-
ucts they regularly use in their lessons. The student feedback from the trip was amazing – 
loads of our students loved the chance to visit the farm. Huge thanks to Ms Chattaway for   
organising it for our students!  
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Personal Development Updates 

Spring Term 2026 

Y10 ThinkForward business mentoring trip  

Friday 6th March 2026 – Students who are part of the ThinkForward project had the oppor-
tunity to go into a local business. This long-term project allows them to gain real life insight 
into the working world and allows for conversations around how the choices they make post 
16 can support this. Huge shout out to Davir A, Rawan A, Raja B, Kavel D, Blake G, Samuel L, 
David M, Jan O and Maliya S.  

Y9/Y10 The ‘Great Big Dance Off’  

Thursday 12th March 2026 – Huge congratulations and shout out to Nottingham Academy 
dancers and Mrs Herbert for their recent success in their latest dance competition. Notting-
ham Academy entered 'The Great Big Dance Off’ at the Albert Hall in Nottingham on Thurs-
day 12th March 2026. Our entry scored 221 out of 300. Our dancers performed their doll-
inspired dance, choreographed by Mrs Herbert, to a live audience and judges. Entries were 
scored based on choreography, story line and technical performance. The Performing Arts 
team are super proud of our  wonderful dancers who showcased hard work, enthusiasm and 
professionalism throughout the rehearsal and performance. Thank you to all members of 
staff who helped to support this event, especially Ms Smikle and Ms O'Flynn.  
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Personal Development Updates 

Spring Term 2026 

Year 9 Equation Projects ending  

Monday 16th March 2026 – This week saw the end of the ongoing Equation Project, where 

our students from both the boys and girls group created their final piece of art.  

The students have worked incredibly hard over the last few weeks and continued to be im-

pressive to the staff at Equation.  

 

Y7 St Christopher’s Church visit  

Wednesday 18th March 2026 – Some of our brilliant year 7 students had the chance to visit St 
Christopher’s church in Sneinton. The trip allowed students to support the RE curriculum, 
where we study all faiths. The session was designed to offer the year 7s a short experience to 
gain a snapshot view of a church and participate in fun group activities, a quiz and conclud-
ing with a short talk covering the history of churches in the UK.  
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Personal Development Updates 

Spring Term 2026 

Research project with University of Nottingham  

Friday 13th March 2026 – Small groups of our wonderful students from each year were out in 

the community. Students were joined by a professor from the University of Nottingham to 

investigate the impact of food outlets and takeaways on the local area. Ms Smikle and Mr Mil-

ler were very proud of how the students carried themselves out and about round school.  

 

Y9 Living in the Wider World drop down day  

Monday 16th March 2026 – On Monday our year 9 students spent the day off timetable to 
learn all things living in the wider world. Activities ranged from sessions around fighting for 
social action, thinking about skills that could be added to CVs and a session delivered by 
Channel 4. We were really impressed with how many of our students engaged brilliantly with 
the day. The final period of the day was spent with guest speaker Julian Kelly, who came to 
deliver an assembly around what life is like in local prisons as well as potential careers within 
the system – student feedback loved the assembly and have carried away messages from it.  
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UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 

Nottingham Academy ran the Intermediate Maths ChallengeΦ This is a 60-minute, 25-

question multiple-choice Challenge designed to encourage mathematical reasoning, 

precision of thought, and fluency. The problems on the Intermediate Maths Challenge 

are mostly accessible but also provide challenges for more experienced students, pro-

Year 9 Senan  

 

Gold Award 

 Zahriya          

Shay               

Iian                 

Leon               

Chioma          

Naeem            

Diamond       

Silver Award 

 Ibrahim        

Noah             

Agape            

Shehroze      

Harris           

Arthur            

Nikolas         

Lakshana     

Bronze Award 
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UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 

For year 10 

Year 10   

 Sidney                

Daniel                

Silver Award 

 Eva                      

David                  

Sadiq                  

Smith                 

Bronze Award 
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Nottingham Academy News 

KS3 got into the pancake spirit, practising their flipping skills and building confidence at the 

hob. Students made a range of pancakes and explored an array of toppings, from fresh fruit to 

sweet sauces, focusing on presentation and flavour combinations.  

A fun, hands-on lesson with great skill development and some impressive flips!  

 

Year 10 have been developing their brunch dishes, focusing on presentation, flavour combina-

tions and technical skills. From stacked pancakes and loaded waffles to beautifully plated 

crepes, students demonstrated confidence in cooking, portioning and garnishing.  

Great attention to detail with sauces, fresh fruit and height on the plate – clear progress in both 

practical skills and food styling. Well done, Year 10  
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Nottingham Academy News 

World Book Day 2026  

Huge shoutout to DOFE students - who stayed until 5:30pm making staff treats. 

• Harvey & Harley  

• Riley  

• Chloe  

• Subhaan  

 

And another shout out to the year 9 students - who 

prepped and finalised the trolley for serving!  

• Ishmael   

• Mami  

• Agape  

• Christine  

• Ozioma  

• Dinadu  

• Grace  
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Library 

WORLD BOOK DAY on the 5th March was an excellent success, so many amazing and enthusiastic         

costumes, the commitment from some pupils especially was impressive!    

Our winners were: 

Rugie, Sierra and Djanira with their creative Lorax trio  

Daniella P for her commitment to being another Lorax  

Caeli O for her Scrooge  

& Chloe M for her Gangsta Granny   

Though we were impressed by so many!   
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Library 
And a good effort from many of the staff too, it was an enjoyable and fun day where there were 

a lot of smiles!   

The winners of the quiz in tutor time for each year were:  

8T7 - Mrs Hampson-Smith   

Joint 9T4 - Ms Watson & 9T7 Ms Yousaf-Zai   

10T9 - Mr Kernaghan-Andrews   

12T3 - Miss Bird   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve read two Page Turners this term one in February on World Read Aloud Day where we 

read Alisha Bushby’s Game Over. And on World Book Day when we read The Phone Goes 

Dead by Anthony Horowitz.   

There will be two more stories to read before the end of the academic year! 

We’ve also been reading Fables and Folklore in Tutor on a Friday morning, this has got us 

thinking about where storytelling comes from and how our ancestors ensured their stories 

lived on. It has also given us time to think about the morals of these stories too.  

Lots more books have been added to the library catalogue this term, plenty more graphic nov-

els and manga, plus novels to continue series being enjoyed by our avid readers. As always if 

pupils have any books they would like to see in the school library they can make their sugges-

tions to Ms Young.     

Ms Young, Librarian   
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Year 7 
Ilam Hall   

This half-term, 30 students enjoyed an unforgettable trip to Ilam Hall in the 

beautiful Peak District. Students took part in outdoor team-building activities, nature 

walks, and challenges that pushed their confidence and leadership skills. A huge well done 

to all students for representing the school so brilliantly throughout the trip.  

 

Religious/ Cultural Celebrations   

Our school community has been busy celebrating important festivals and learning about 
different cultures and beliefs. Throughout Ramadan, students took part in reflective activi-
ties, learning about the importance of discipline, compassion, and community. We 
marked Eid  celebrations with an assembly with creative discussions, and non-uniform 
celebrations that highlighted the diversity and unity within our school.  Students have also 
been exploring the themes of hope, renewal, and kindness through Easter-based lessons 
and creative work.  

 

Visit to St Christophers Church  

A highlight of the term was our trip to St Christopher’s Church, where students 
learned about the Easter story and explored the links between modern traditions and his-
torical origins. They also discovered fascinating connections to Easter Island, sparking 
curiosity about world cultures, art, and history.  

 

World Book Day   

We had a fantastic World Book Day, filled with creativity and a love for reading. Stu-
dents and staff took part in themed activities, costume fun, and our page turner reading 
sessions across the school. From character parades to book quizzes, the day was a vibrant 
reminder of the power of storytelling and imagination. Thank you to everyone who took 
part and helped make the day so memorable!  
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Year 7 
Alton Towers Announcement  

We are excited to announce an upcoming school trip to Alton Towers! 

More details, including dates, cost, and permission forms, will be shared soon. 

Students are already buzzing with anticipation for this end-of-year treat!  

The Mighty March Attendance Draw  

This month featured our Mighty March Attendance Draw, celebrating stu-

dents who continue to show commitment through excellent attend-

ance. Congratulations to all the winners—your resilience and dedication are 

truly valued.  

 

Celebrating Conduct and Achievement   

We continue to be incredibly proud of our students for their excellent behav-

iour, kindness, and academic progress. Staff have been nominating stu-

dents weekly for outstanding conduct, resilience, and impressive work across 

all subjects. Keep it up—your hard work is seen and celebrated!  

 

Wishing you all a lovely Easter Break! 

The Year 7 Team 
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Year 8 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we reach the end of the Spring Term, I want to take this opportunity to reflect on the in-

credible progress, maturity and enthusiasm shown by our Year 8 students. This has been a 

term full of growth, effort and community spirit, and as a team we are immensely proud of 

every student.  

Year 8 continue to impress us every day with their dedication, resilience and kindness. Their 

positive attitude towards learning, participation in opportunities and commitment to repre-

senting Nottingham Academy with pride has been outstanding.  

Below is a detailed overview of some of the highlights from this term.  

PGL Residential – 17th–19th June  

We are thrilled to share that almost 100 Year 8 students have signed up for the highly 

anticipated PGL residential trip taking place from Monday 17th to Wednesday 19th 

June. This is an extraordinary level of engagement, demonstrating just how eager our stu-

dents are to challenge themselves, build confidence and create unforgettable memories.  

Over the past few weeks, we have held assemblies to introduce the trip, explain the activities 

and prepare students for what to expect. Information letters, consent forms and key details 

have been distributed, and the buzz around Year 8 has been wonderful to see.  

Students can look forward to a wide range of exciting and character-building activities, in-
cluding:  

• High-ropes challenges that test bravery and balance 

• Canoeing, raft building and other water-based teamwork tasks 
• Archery sessions encouraging focus and precision 
• Zip-wire experiences pushing students beyond their comfort zones 
• Climbing walls and initiative challenges designed to build communication and trust 
• Evening camp activities that strengthen friendships and group identity 

The enthusiasm from students has been remarkable, and we cannot wait to take them on 

what promises to be one of the standout experiences of the year.  
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Year 8 
Friday TUC Shop – PGL Fundraising Success  

This term, our Year 8 students have shown exceptional initiative and teamwork through the Friday 

TUC Shop, raising funds in support of the upcoming PGL trip.  

Every Friday, students have worked tirelessly to plan, organise, run and promote the stall. Their com-

mitment has been outstanding—many volunteering their time, contributing ideas and working collabo-

ratively to make the shop a hit with the whole school community.  

We are incredibly proud of the maturity, leadership and entrepreneurial spirit shown. Students have 

demonstrated:  

• Excellent teamwork 
• Strong communication skills 
• Responsibility and ownership 
• Pride in contributing to something bigger than themselves 

Their efforts have not only raised money but have also strengthened our year-group identity and sense 

of community.  

Year 8 Progress Evening – Thursday 5th March  

Thank you to all parents and carers who attended the Year 8 Progress Evening on 5th March. The 

turnout was exceptional, and it was inspiring to see so many families committed to supporting their 

child’s academic journey.  

The evening provided a valuable opportunity to discuss each student’s progress in detail, celebrate 

their successes, identify next steps and strengthen the home-school partnership. We were genuinely 

impressed by the engagement, the thoughtful conversations and the positive atmosphere throughout 

the night.  

Your support continues to play a vital role in student achievement, and it was a pleasure to welcome so 

many of you into the academy.  
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Year 8 
Year 8 Student Ambassadors – Supporting Our School Community  

This term, our Year 8 Student Ambassadors have continued to demonstrate ex-

ceptional leadership, maturity and dedication in their roles across the academy—

particularly in their work stationed at the front of reception.  

These students volunteer their time each week to assist with a range of im-

portant responsibilities, including  

• Greeting visitors and helping to create a warm, welcoming first impression of 
the academy 

• Supporting staff with signing-in procedures and directing guests 
• Assisting with the organisation of student movement during busy times 
• Helping ensure our reception area runs smoothly and professionally 
• Acting as positive role models for the rest of the school 

Their calm, confident and respectful attitude has been consistently praised by 

staff across the academy. They embody the values we strive to instil in all stu-

dents: responsibility, kindness, communication and pride in representing Not-

tingham Academy.  

We are incredibly proud of the ambassadors for the way they conduct themselves 

on a daily basis. Their commitment has made a genuine impact on the smooth 

running of our school environment, and their contribution reflects the very best 

of Year 8.  

A huge well done and thank you to all our ambassadors—you are a credit to your 

year group and to the academy as a whole.  

 



 

 46 

 

Year 8 
Year 8 Celebration Assembly – Thursday 27th March  

This term concluded with a fantastic Year 8 Celebration Assembly, where we honoured the 

achievements, progress and character of our students. It was a joy to come together as a year group 

and take time to recognise the outstanding contributions made by so many.  

Awards were presented across a variety of categories including: 

• Academic excellence 
• Exceptional effort 
• Positive behaviour 
• Improved attendance 
• Contribution to school life 

A special congratulations goes to the three students who received Mrs Elbaz’s £50 Good Citizen 

Award—a significant accolade recognising kindness, integrity and positive influence within our com-

munity. Seeing students celebrated for not just academic success, but for who they are as people, is 

what makes these assemblies so meaningful.  

We felt incredibly proud watching so many deserving students take the spotlight.  

Wishing You a Wonderful Easter Break  

As we head into the Easter holidays, we want to thank our students and families for your continued 

support, cooperation and commitment. Year 8 have had an exceptional term, and they should feel 

proud of all they have achieved.  

The Summer Term holds many exciting opportunities, including:  

• Summer sports fixtures 
• Enrichment activities 
• Additional trips and events 
• Continued preparations for the PGL Residential 
• And the always-popular Alton Towers trip 

We hope everyone enjoys a restful, safe and enjoyable break. We look forward to welcoming Year 8 

back refreshed and ready for another inspiring and successful term.  

Wishing all families a happy Easter and a wonderful holiday.  

ìċƖůШƖĲŊċƖĬƚ  

Mr Samples (Head of Year 8)  

Miss Gordon (Deputy Head of Year 8)  
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Year 9 
Highlights of the Term  

As we head towards the upcoming break and festive period, I would like to take a moment to reflect on some 

of our key highlights from this term. Year 9 have continued to impress us with their maturity, engagement 

and enthusiasm across all areas of school life.  

Sporting Success  

We are incredibly proud of the progress made by the Year 9 Boys Football Team, whose commitment 

and teamwork culminated in a well‑deserved and emphatic victory at the recent football tournament. 

A huge congratulations to all the players involved!  

Progress Evening Success  

It was wonderful to welcome so many parents and carers to our Year 9 Progress Evening. The event of-

fered valuable opportunities to discuss students’ learning, celebrate their achievements, and strengthen the 

partnership between home and school.  

Insightful Options Talk  

A special thank you goes to Mr Collishaw for delivering a highly informative presentation on the Year 9 

Options Process. Families greatly appreciated the clarity, support and guidance offered as students begin 

considering their next steps.  

Options Interviews  

Students also took part in their Options Interviews, an important milestone in planning the next stage of 

their educational journey. This process helps them reflect on their strengths, ambitions and the pathways 

they may follow in the years ahead.  

Drop Down Day – Living in the Wider World  

Year 9 also enjoyed a dedicated Drop Down Day themed around Living in the Wider World. Students par-

ticipated in workshops led by external speakers on:  

• Social Action  

• Skills and Personal Qualities  

• CV Writing and Employability  

We were delighted to welcome session leaders from Channel 4 and Unifrog, our preferred careers plat-

form, who provided valuable insight into future careers, jobs, apprenticeships and the world of employment.  



 

 48 

 

Year 9 
Yet to Come!  

We are building towards our Residential trip to PGL this year. This 

has only been launched to the Year group but already the anticipa-

tion is very high so excitement nearer the time will be electric. We 

will of course also be looking forward to our annual trip to Alton 

towers!  

A big thank you to all the external agents that have supported the 

students this year without them we would be having some difficult 

days. I won’t name them all for fear of missing someone, however, A 

special shout out to the MHST team and Equation for the work they 

have done in school this Year. More importantly Ms Smikle for 

opening our doors to them all.   

 

Wishing you all a lovely Easter Break 

Mr Kuffour 

& 

Miss Buttler 
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Year 10 
Year 10 Half-Term Newsletter  

This half term has been such a lovely one for Year 10. We’ve enjoyed plenty of fun moments together, 

from the brilliant creativity on World Book Day, where every winning costume came from Year 10, to 

seeing attendance steadily improve as the weeks went on. It’s been great spending more time with 

the year group, getting to know everyone even better, and watching students grow in confidence and 

character.  

We’ve had so many brilliant trips and experiences recently. Our hospitality and catering 

group headed off to Alma Banks Dairy Farm with Ms Chattaway, discovering how a real dairy farm 

operates and exploring the jobs involved in keeping it running. Students watched the production pro-

cess in action and even had a go at making their own butter, then taste-tested it with plenty of enthu-

siasm! It was a proper hands-on day that students are still talking about.  

Another fantastic day out was the visit to Loughborough University with Mr Samples. Students tried 

out a range of sports science activities, used heart-rate monitors, toured the campus and learned 

what it takes to study sport at one of the top universities in the country. The staff at Loughborough 

were full of praise and said our group was the best they’d had on the outreach programme; a brilliant 

achievement for Year 10.  

Ten students also attended the Voice of the Youth event with Ms Banister, joining discussions 

about the issues that matter most to young people in Nottingham. Several students were confident 

enough to speak in front of the full audience, which was fantastic to see. Afterwards, they went on to 

experience Punch at the Nottingham Playhouse, a powerful performance sharing Jacob Dunne’s sto-

ry about choices, consequences and personal change. The whole day gave students a lot to think 

about, and they represented the school brilliantly. 

In March, Six Year 10 students also took part in a project with researchers from the University of Notting-

ham, helping with a study on fast-food and takeaway habits among teenagers. They contributed ideas, helped 

gather insights and got a real feel for what university-level research is like.   
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Year 10 
Our young linguists have also been busy with two Community Languages preparation 

days for students sitting their home-language GCSEs a year early. The sessions were full 

of energy, with students practising speaking, reading and writing, and supporting each 

other throughout. It was wonderful hearing so many languages being spoken proudly 

around school.  

Alongside all of this, students took part in some important personal development activi-

ties. In January a group visited the National Holocaust Museum, where they learned 

from exhibitions, worked with students from other schools and heard the testimony of a 

survivor — something students described as incredibly meaningful. In school, Year 10 

also took part in an assembly from Equation on misogyny, stereotypes and how to chal-

lenge harmful behaviours. Students handled the discussion really thoughtfully.  

We also want to give a huge shout-out to the Year 10 boys’ football team, who brought 

home a huge win at the Nottingham Football Tournament last week. Playing the semi-

final and final at Trinity School, the team showed brilliant teamwork and real determina-

tion. The final was intense and went all the way to penalties, where Jack made some out-

standing saves to secure the victory. Christ also played a massive part across the tourna-

ment, scoring two key goals that helped carry the team through. A fantastic achievement 

— well done to the whole squad!  

Looking ahead, we’re getting very excited for the Barcelona trip from 21st–24th 

April. Please make sure all forms are completed, and it’s definitely not too early to start 

thinking about packing! It’s going to be an amazing few days of sunshine, culture and 

unforgettable experiences. We can’t wait to share it with the students and to head into 

another brilliant term with Year 10.  

Enjoy the Easter break, get plenty of rest, and we will see you in two weeks!  

Ms Geary, Ms Banister, Mr Miller  
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Year 11 
Year 11 – End of Term Newsletter 
 
As we come to the end of this busy and incredibly successful term, I wanted to take a 

moment to celebrate the outstanding achievements of our Year 11 students. Their hard 

work, resilience and determination have been evident in every part of school life, and 

we could not be prouder of the progress they are making. 

Post 16 Success and Academic Progress 
 
A huge congratulations to the many students who have already secured their Post-16 
places for next year. This is a fantastic reflection of their commitment and the high 
standards they continue to set for themselves. 
 
We have also seen significant improvements in Attitude to Learning, attend-
ance and behaviour across the year group. The recent reports show just how far many 
students have come, your efforts are being noticed, and they are paying off. 
In addition, our recent PPE (mock exam) results show strong progress across all 

subjects, with many students achieving excellent grade jumps. Keep this momentum 

going as we head into the crucial final stretch before GCSEs. 

Celebrating Student Success Beyond the Classroom 
 
We are incredibly proud of Ethan H, who recently represented in the European 
Youth Basketball League (EYBL) competition in Menorca. This is an exceptional 
achievement and a testament to Ethan’s dedication to his sport. 
 
Our Year 11 football team also shone in their recent tournament. Across 15 games 
over four separate evenings, they battled their way to the final and fin-
ished second in the whole of Nottingham, only losing on penalties. An outstand-
ing performance from an outstanding team. 
 

The Year 11 basketball team also have their final match coming up against Wells 

Academy—we wish the team the very best of luck. You’ve got this! 
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Year 11 
Drop Down Days – English & Maths  
 
This term, Year 11 took part in two highly successful Drop Down Days: 

• English – 23rd March 

• Maths – 25th March 
Behaviour, engagement and effort were excellent throughout both days, and staff were extremely 

impressed with how maturely and seriously Year 11 approached these sessions. These intervention 

days play a vital part in exam preparation, and Year 11 rose to the challenge brilliantly. 

Celebration Assembly – 26th March  

We are looking forward to hosting our final Year 11 celebration assembly this Thursday. It 
will be a special moment to recognise students for their attendance, academic achievements, im-
provements and contributions to school life. 
There will be loads of prizes up for grabs, including sweets, Easter eggs—and even prom tick-

ets for some lucky winners! 

Prom 2026 – Colwick Hall  

This term we have had close to 100 students purchase their prom tickets! It is shaping up to be 
an incredible night at Colwick Hall, and we can’t wait to celebrate with everyone. 
Tickets are still available, but going fast—students who haven’t yet secured theirs are encour-
aged to do so soon. 
 
Interventions & Period 6  
 
Attendance at Period 6 sessions has been excellent this term. The commitment shown by so 
many students will make a huge difference to their confidence and grades as we approach the 
final exams. Thank you to everyone who attends regularly, you are absolutely doing the right 
thing.  
 
As always, thank you to Year 11 parents and carers for your continued support. This term has 
demonstrated exactly what this year group is capable of, and we are excited to see what they 
achieve next. 
 
Have a wonderful Easter break, and we look forward to welcoming Year 11 back for their final 
term, and the final push, towards GCSE success. 

Best wishes, 
Mr Clarke, Mrs Cooke & Ms Smikle 

Year 11 Team 
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Sixth Form 
Right from the outset, the term got off to a busy start in Sixth Form. Some of our Sixth Form 

students began with official January vocational examinations, held from 6th to 10th Janu-

ary. They returned from the Christmas break fully prepared, and we were extremely impressed 

with the maturity and commitment they demonstrated.    

Soon after, on 14th January, the UCAS deadline passed, with an excellent 85% of our Year 13 

students submitting university applications. These included a wide range of ambitious and ex-

citing courses such as:   

• Medicine at the University of Nottingham   

• Pharmacy at the University of Birmingham   

• Sport and Exercise Science at Birmingham City University   

• Philosophy and Politics at the University of Manchester   

• Microbiology at the University of Leeds   

• Journalism Studies at the University of Sheffield   

• Social Work at the University of Nottingham 

• Business Economics with a Year in Industry at the University of Liverpool. 

Several students have opted for apprenticeship pathways, and one has already secured two 

offers before choosing a childcare placement that provides condensed training and future 

management opportunities.     

To help prepare our Year 13, The University of Nottingham visited on the 19th January to deliv-

er their ‘Study Skills 101’ session, providing valuable strategies to support students as they 

work towards their final examinations. They had the opportunity to put these skills into prac-

tice during their PPE’s. The Year 13 PrePublic Examinations took place from 9th to 27th Feb-

ruary. These assessments provide essential insight into progress and areas for development, 

and we were proud of the positive way students approached them.  
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Sixth Form 
Alongside their academic studies, our tutor programme continues and onthe  28th January, we were 

pleased to welcome Councillor David Mellen, who joined us to discuss key community issues and the 

importance of local engagement. It was wonderful to see students stay behind after the session to 

continue the conversation with him.   

Shortly afterwards, on 4th March, we launched our Year 12 work experience programme. All Year 12 

students will take part in a placement during the week commencing 6th July, giving them the chance 

to experience the world of work and explore potential career paths. Students are responsible 

for securing their own placements, and one has already arranged an exciting opportunity within the 

Physics department at Nottingham Trent University. 

We re-visited the Year 13 Pre-Public Examinations on the 12th March with a mock results day. This 

important event encourages reflection, goalsetting and strategic preparation for the months ahead. 

Ms Beldham, our Standards & Progress Leader, also introduced Massolit to students. This is an excel-

lent online platform offering university level video lectures to support deeper understanding across a 

range of subjects. A great resource to go alongside students continued revision.      

Beside this academic focus, our student athletes have enjoyed an exceptional term. Our female elite 

basketball team achieved a fantastic victory on 23rd February, winning the Northern Conference of 

the regular season and entering the postseason as a #1 seed in the Women’s Elite Academy Basketball 

League (WEABL). They went on to deliver an impressive 93–35 win against Oaklands in the quarter-

finals on 4th March. Their semifinal performance against Ipswich on 11th March showed incredible 

skill and teamwork, and although they were narrowly defeated, their determination was outstanding. 

Our male squad also had a successful term, finishing with a hard fought draw against Leeds on 11th 

March, securing their promotion to Colleges Basketball League 2.   
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Sixth Form 
Since January, we have also been meeting internal applicants individu-

ally to discuss applications, predicted grades, and their aspirations for 

Sixth Form life, which has been a real pleasure. We have also welcomed 

prospective external applicants interested in our Basketball Student 

Athlete Programme. A highlight of the visit was hearing our current stu-

dent athletes speak so highly and confidently about their own experienc-

es.    

The final week of term was particularly busy. On 24th March, we held 

our end of term Celebration Assembly. This was a lovely occasion that 

highlighted the many positive achievements and contributions made by 

our students. Finally, on 26th March, we hosted our Year 12 and Year 13 

Progress Evening, giving parents, carers, and students the opportunity 

to meet with subject teachers, discuss progress to date and identify key 

priorities for the start of next term.   

We would like to thank all our students for their efforts throughout a 

very full and rewarding term. We hope you have a lovely Easter break 

and enjoy a well-deserved rest.   

Ms Merrill  

Head of Year – Sixth Form   
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Sports at Nottingham Academy 

Nottingham Academy Easter Sports Roundup 

 This term has been packed with outstanding sporting achievements across the Academy, 

with students from every year group demonstrating determination, teamwork and pride 

while representing the school. Here’s a look back at a brilliant term of competition. 

Basketball Highlights  

Year 8 Basketball 

Our Year 8 teams have been in action across multiple competitions: 

• Y8 Girls showed superb determination in their first fixture, growing in confidence 

throughout and finishing 4th overall. 

• Y8 Boys battled hard, narrowly missing out on a place in the final but bouncing back 

brilliantly to win the 3rd-place playoff and secure bronze medals. 
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Sports at Nottingham Academy 

Basketball Highlights  

Y8/9 GAT Basketball Tournament 

A fantastic day of high-level basketball saw: 

• Boys finish 3rd 

• Girls finish 2nd 

• Nottingham Academy place 2nd overall 

A brilliant achievement for all players. 

Y7 Boys – Nottingham Schools Finals 

Our Year 7 boys were outstanding, winning all three games to take home gold medals 

and the title of Nottingham Schools Champions. A superb team performance. 
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Sports at Nottingham Academy 

Year 11 Table Tennis Success  

Both Year 11 table tennis teams delivered exceptional performances against strong opposition, finish-

ing joint third overall and earning well-deserved bronze medals. A fantastic achievement from all in-

volved. 

 

 

 

 

Y7 Sportshall Athletics  

Year 7 athletes delivered an excellent all-round performance in the Nottingham City Schools 

Sportshall Athletics: 

• Girls finished 2nd out of eight schools 

• Boys finished 1st out of seven schools 

Both teams energy and determination were clear throughout—well done to everyone in-

volved. 
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Sports at Nottingham Academy 

Football Roundup  

GAT Sports Competition 

Nottingham Academy competed in 5-a-side football and badminton doubles, with 

strong results across the board: 

• Y7 Football: Boys 4th, Girls 3rd 

• Y9 Badminton Doubles: Girls 4th, Boys 3rd 

These results placed the Academy 3rd overall. 
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Sports at Nottingham Academy 

Year 11 Boys’ Football 

Our Year 11 team enjoyed an excellent run in the Nottingham Schools Premiership: 

• They finished 2nd in the first round to qualify for the finals 

• After a dramatic semi-final penalty shoot-out win, they went on to finish as 

runners-up in the competition 

A brilliant season and a performance to be proud of. 
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Sports at Nottingham Academy 

Year 9 Boys – Nottingham Schools Champions 

The Year 9 boys produced a sensational week of football to be crowned Nottingham 

Schools Championship League Champions. 

• A dominant 5–2 win over Bulwell 

secured their place in the final 

• A thrilling 4–3 victory over 

Djanogly—sealed with a goal in the 

last three minutes—clinched the 

title 

Year 10 Boys – Premiership Champions 

The Year 10 boys completed a superb campaign to become Nottingham City Schools 

Premiership League Champions. 

• A strong 2–0 semi-final win 

• A dramatic final where a last-minute equaliser led to penalties 

• Cool heads and composure in the shoot-out secured the title 

A huge well done to the champions. 



 

 62 

 

Sports at Nottingham Academy 

Year 7/8 Girls’ Football 

Our Y7/8 girls showed fantastic resilience and teamwork, finishing with 1 win, 2 draws 

and 2 losses. Despite facing mostly Year 8 opposition, they competed brilliantly 

throughout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Boys’ Football 

The Year 7 boys began their Nottingham City Schools Championship Finals campaign 

with one loss and one hard-fought draw. With more fixtures ahead, there’s plenty still to 

play for as they push for a strong finish. 
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 We All Need A Little Support 

The Easter Break can be a great time, but it can also be a hard time.  If you are 

struggling, please reach out. 

Here are some support networks you can access anytime: 

Sources of Support 

  Nott Alone - https://nottalone.org.uk/ Local 

mental health advice and help for young people 

in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. Contains 

links to a range of Nottingham based services 

and online support videos v Kooth https://

www.kooth.com/ Mental health support for 

Young People 

  Young Minds https://

www.youngminds.org.uk/ Mental health sup-

port for young people and parents 

  Cruse https://www.cruse.org.uk/ Bereavement 

support 

 Harmless https://harmless.org.uk/ Support for 

self harm 

 CGL https://www.changegrowlive.org/ support 

and advice around drug use Other sources of 

support 

 Mind -0300 1233393 

 Shout – Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 

 Papyrus – 0800 0684141 (suicide support) 

  CAHMS Crisis – 0800 1707055 

  Refuge (domestic abuse helpline 0808 

20005000 

The Nottingham Academy 

Safeguarding team can be con-

tacted on safeguard-

ing@nottinghamacademy.org 

 

If you believe that a child is at 

immediate risk and in need of 

protection then you should call 

the Police - 999 immediately. 

For out of School Hours con-

tact Children's Social Care (if 

the child or young person lives 

in Nottingham city) 0115 876 

4800 (operational Monday 

to Friday at 8:30 am to 

5:00 pm) 

https://

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/

information-for-residents/

children-and-families/

nottingham-city-safeguarding-

children-board/worried-about

-a-child/ 

NSPCC Free Helpline : 

 0808 800 5000 

mailto:safeguarding@nottinghamacademy.org
mailto:safeguarding@nottinghamacademy.org
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/information-for-residents/children-and-families/nottingham-city-safeguarding-children-board/worried-about-a-child/
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/information-for-residents/children-and-families/nottingham-city-safeguarding-children-board/worried-about-a-child/
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/information-for-residents/children-and-families/nottingham-city-safeguarding-children-board/worried-about-a-child/
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/information-for-residents/children-and-families/nottingham-city-safeguarding-children-board/worried-about-a-child/
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/information-for-residents/children-and-families/nottingham-city-safeguarding-children-board/worried-about-a-child/
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/information-for-residents/children-and-families/nottingham-city-safeguarding-children-board/worried-about-a-child/
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/information-for-residents/children-and-families/nottingham-city-safeguarding-children-board/worried-about-a-child/
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Contact Nottingham Secondary Academy   

Executive Principal: Mrs J Elbaz  

Email: jelbaz@nottinghamacademy.org 

SEN Coordinator: Mrs B Morrison 

Email: bmorrison@nottinghamacademy.org 

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Miss N Brown 

Email: nbrown@nottinghamacademy.org 

PA to Executive Principal  : Mrs T Goldby Email: tgoldby@nottinghamacademy.org  

Main site (KS3 & KS4)  
Nottingham Academy 

Greenwood Road 

Nottingham  

NG3 7EB 

Tel: (0115) 748 3380   
Email: admin@nottinghamacademy.org 

The Bridge (KS3 & KS5)  
Nottingham Academy  

Sneinton Boulevard  

Nottingham  

NG2 4GL 

Tel: (0115) 748 3380   

Email: admin@nottinghamacademy.org 

Stay up to date  

Our website is regularly updated with key contact and safeguarding information.  Arbor is 

also available to every parent. Please contact reception for you login  details. 

Contact Information  

It is vital that the information we hold is kept up to date. In an emergency, we need to be 

able to contact  you. Please ensure Reception is informed should any of your details change.  
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Wishing you all a safe and  
wonderful  Easter Break! 


